Comments by Ann Gardner
Re: City Council Agenda Items #11 and #12 (City Hall/Town Hall Project Design)

on behalf of: Ann Gardner and the persons listed below

Mayor Corti and Councilmembers:

| am submitting these comments on behalf of myself as well as those whose
names are listed below.

The Del Mar Sandpiper recently published an article | wrote, “The Wright Stuff,”
highlighting Del Mar’s strong heritage of midcentury modern architecture, and its
relevance as we consider the appropriate design for our new Town Hall/City Hall
project.

Early comments on the new City Hall design seemed focused on integrating the
architecture of the Library, St. Peter’s Church and the Stratford Court buildings.
Limiting our perspective to only that aspect of our architectural heritage overlooks
the freedom in design that took root in residential Del Mar midcentury, influencing
the preservation of the Del Mar environment, our relationship to the beach and
ocean and the unique sense of community that is reflected in our Community Plan.

Del Mar is enriched by the presence of many homes designed by then new and
now renowned architects who broke away from traditional styles to design homes
that respected the environment, satisfied the client and fit the budget.

It was post WWII and according to Modern San Diego, an online resource for
modern design and architecture in San Diego County, John Lloyd Wright and Ray
Jung were the only architects living in Del Mar. By the late ‘50s and early ‘60s
there were 35 architects living and working here, almost all influenced by the
legacy of John's father, Frank Lloyd Wright. Once they got uphill from old Highway
101 with its bumper to bumper traffic and gas stations, the newcomers fell in love
with the terrain and spectacular ocean views, the then affordable housing for
young families, and the nearby elementary school. They designed homes that fit
into the hillside terrain. The early architectural pioneers, besides Wright and Jung,
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were Hannis Therkelsen, Herb Turner, Robert Jones, Don Schoell, Gene Geritz, Art
Allard and Joe Gerber to name a few. The Modern San Diego website features a
very long list of the historic Del Mar buildings designed by these pioneers
(www.modernsandiego.com ), and a few examples of these buildings are shown in
photos below, along with a news article from 1954 highlighting Del Mar’s
architecture.

John Wright sat on Del Mar’s first Planning Commission and Schoell (both
supported incorporating as a City in 1959) took that seat when Wright retired.
Schoell was instrumental in preventing restaurant development on what is now
Seagrove Park at the end of 15th Street stressing how critical it was to preserve
Del Mar’s visual connection to the ocean. Many of these names appear on the
Community Plan plaque at the Park.

The Library and St. Peter’s Church are wonderful buildings for their time and
important to preserve, but they are not the only Del Mar buildings that could be
reflected in our new place of community concourse.

We hope the Council will consider this rich history of modern architecture, and all
that it represents in terms of Del Mar’s identity, including its deep connection to
our unique environment, in giving direction as to the design of the new Town
Hall/City Hall project.

Submitted by Ann Gardner
on behalf of:

Jeff Barnouw

Bud Emerson

Nancy Fisher

Ann Gardner

Shirley King

Art Olson

Betty Wheeler
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CITADLISHED 1060 —EIGHTY-SIXTH YEAR

$SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, SUNDAY MORNING, JAN. 3, 1954

—————
SICTION P

HOMES IN DEL MAR DESIGNED TO TAKE ADYANTAGE OF THE VIEW

Rugged Terrain Offers
Challenge To Architects

By W, D JOHNSTON

To some it ia Ihe damaim of Don Diego and the glitter,
the mive and the crowds of the San Diego County Falt

And lo harse players thioughout the country s the
Initlala In the Racing Fann that signity the friedly litcle
traek thal Bing Croshy bl

Buf la s more than 2,000 residenie 12et Maz 18 & place
with A view:

From Palomar To Catalina

Tapeal of these s Jahin A Shannan wha erulsed through
the a five years ugo and {ell In love with 2 ol on the
Jofty erest which forms D¢l Mar'e eastern houndary

Ife hought the Int for & paltiy S [1Us worth more than
20 Himos ikal now) Last xoie e retiied, rroyed down rom
Sacrameito ard with his own hands built a home with
view that exterds front Mount Palozane 1o Catming Island
e keytiale in the styling of Del Mar homen.
Spanish aud iredein and headiti
prefect Mooy on s s

style hnmes
all have one o

pes. Hat
oonipvan They ane designed ‘o lake
[all arvartaie of thi view,

Challenge To Architects

Tve vugeed Tenatn with s pealks anl deep 2utlios offers
noenigue challenge tn archileits and dosigners, And This
may espiaiit why so nany araTects have chosen De! Moy
for theit own hu

Perhsls the beat aposen nf these it Jahn Lloyd Wipht,
hrather of lhe farous Frank Lloyd Wright, whose sicpe
Sike home nestles wnobtrusively In a deep hillskle canyon.

Del Mar's windirg ytreels—Iia the uninitlated the product
of 3 anudman’s nightmare—aild Jurther ta the ckarm of (his
hillside cammuntty.

In eontras) In the hilichie lionies are the kearh cottazes
Which lire Do Mat's ocean front. Most of these arg in

{ Coustpurd on Page (1, Col. %)

a =
Typifying Ure desire for a view In Del Mar homes Is 1he sea-through livng room [n the center of “Serpent’s Wing,” (he home of Joseph 1
and designer, The Kowalskia hive a choice of wutching the ocean Divakers or looking out upon their awn garden patio —Sun Dicgo

War Living
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Photos courtesy of Del Mar Sandpiper / Bill Morris, photographer
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