
CITY OF DEL MAR

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 



CURRENT PROGRAM

Â Inspections done only in WUI area, when 
hazards exist throughout City.

Â Annual vegetation clean-up program was 
offered in June of this year to all residents in 
the City.

Â Program had Minimal Participation, yet 
overgrown vegetation exists on many 
properties 

Â Due to available resources and required time 
commitment, current Vegetation Management 
program lacks consistency and accuracy. 



WHAT IS OVERGROWN VEGETATION

Weeds (undesired or uncultivated plant) over 6 inches 
in height  (CA. Government Code section 39560)

Â Dense, un-kept shrubs with dead leaves or dead 
undergrowth

Â Any tree with dead limbs or branches and Small 
diameter tree branches growing within 10 feet of roof 
or chimney outlet  

Â Tree branches that overhang streets, lower than       
13ô 6ò vertical height, which impedes fire apparatus 
access or contributes to narrowed road width.



VEGETATION HAZARDS 

Â Overgrown 
vegetation poses a 
threat to  structures 
and neighboring 
property

Â Potential ignition 
sources include:
- Chimneys 

- Overhead wires 

- Fire spread from 
other homes and 
adjacent wildland 
area







Â Numerous properties 
located within the City -
Wildland - Urban 
Interface area are not 
being maintained

Â Homes with 
combustible roofs, 
siding and overgrown 
vegetation pose a 
greater threat  

Â Embers and firebrands 
would easily ignite 
overgrown, dried out 
and dead vegetation

Â Current Wildland Code 
already requires Tree 
branches trimmed 10 feet 
away from roofé.







DEL MAR  - WUI   

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone shown in RED

APPROX. 325 Properties



VEGETATION HAZARDS



WHAT IS NOT 
OVERGROWN VEGETATION

Â Ornamental Grasses and related desired 
ground cover  (may grow over 6 inches in 
length)

Â Any species of tree in dormant phase, that does 
not have dead branches or leaves  

Â Tree branches 10 feet away from chimney outlet 
or overhead electrical service connected to 
home.  Also large diameter tree trunks

Â Vegetation that is thinned, pruned and 
maintained, and has minimal dead growth



NOT OVERGROWN



PURPOSE OF PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT

Â Thin, prune and remove overgrown vegetation

Â Eliminate fire hazards and nuisances 

Â Reduce the probability of fire spread

Â Protect homes and community from wildfires

Â Identify and protect areas sensitive species

Â Comply with State, Local & Government Codes
Â Senate Bill 1595, CA. Government Code 51175, 39560



NOTIFICATION PROCESS

Â SEE HANDOUT:

Â Inspection of parcels, 30 day Courtesy Notice mailed

Â Re-Inspection, photos & 15 day notice via certified mail
ïas needed

Â Re-Inspection, photos & 5 day notice posted on 
property- as needed

Â Re-Inspection and photo documentation

Â All cases are reviewed by Fire Marshal.  Once 
documentation is VERIFIED and APPROVED, only then 
may property be abated

Â Note:  No Inspector or Staff can enter private property



STANDARDS OF ABATEMENT

Â SEE HANDOUT

Â The Fire Marshal has final decision authority to 
determine whether or not a property has 
adequately cleared overgrown vegetation; prior 
to any fees being charged or forced abatement 
conductedé

Â Local Community groups will be contacted to 
assist those with minimal income or means to 
complete work


